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Classified Selected List of References on City Planning. By Theo- 
dora Kimball. Boston: National Conference on City Plan- 
ning, 1915. Paper, pp. 48. $0.50. 

The list consists of about one thousand references on city planning, 
selected with a particular view to their technical value to those profes- 
sionally engaged in problems of city planning. The references are 
arranged according to the city-planning collections of the Harvard 
School of Landscape Architecture. In this way Miss Kimball, who is 
the librarian of the school, makes a presentation of the literature of city 
planning in its fundamental relations. The titles refer to material which 
is useful and available, representative, well illustrated, or suggestive of 
further material or particular points of view. 

It is another valuable contribution on this increasingly important 
topic. 

Scott E. W. Bedford 

University of Chicago 



The New Public Health. By Hibbert Winslow Hill. New York : 
Macmillan, 1916. Pp. 206. 

This book presents in clear and forceful language the point of view 
regarding health and disease which has been developing "in the last 
twenty years." This point of view represents essentially a shift from the 
environment to the individual as a causal factor in the production of 
disease. The so-called unhygienic environment, dampness, filth, bad 
air, lack of sunshine, smoke, garbage, etc., are only indirectly connected 
with the production of disease, if indeed they are connected at all. The 
real danger lies in the diseased individual, his excreta, his mouth spray, 
contacts of all sorts with his body or with any animate or inanimate 
carrier of the bacteria from the sick to the sound. The environment is 
to be considered as a transmitting medium; otherwise it is not a factor 
of primary importance. It is infection that must be guarded against, 
and the source of the infection is always a diseased individual somewhere. 

Why does all this concern the public ? The cost of infectious dis- 
eases for each generation is at least ten billion dollars. Who suffer the 
most from these diseases? The women, the mothers, the sisters, the 
teachers — all of these have an incalculable burden laid on their shoulders 
by these infectious diseases, and it is the women who, if properly educated 
to cope with the problem, could do most toward accomplishing relief. 
The problem is an educational one, and, when we reflect how few girls 
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advance beyond an elementary education, we can see how hard it is to 
get at them or to give them anything that they will carry over into 
womanhood. 

The author lays great stress on the need of the "proper education 
of every citizen in personal hygiene," a condition "scarcely even fore- 
shadowed by existing efforts For the education of every citizen 

in personal hygiene the basic necessities — knowledge, authority, and 
organization — are all lacking." We have these, but only imperfectly, 
for the supervision of infectious diseases. 

As for a constructive program, the old era of general sanitation has 
given way to the present era of specific sanitation, and the next step is 
toward an era of supervision of sources, public education in hygiene, 
etc. The contrast between the old and the new practice in dealing with 
an epidemic is strikingly portrayed. Then follow chapters on individual 
defense, community defense, administration, etc. 

The book is very readable, the chapters are well organized, and most 
of them conclude with summaries. All in all, it is a non-technical book 

which every citizen should read. 

Irving King 
University of Iowa 
Iowa City, Ia. 



Principles and Methods of Municipal Administration. By William 
Bennett Munro. New York: Macmillan, 1916. Pp. ix+ 
491. $2.25. 
This book "has to do with functions rather than with framework; 
its aim is to show how various city departments are organized, what 
work they have to do, and what problems they usually encounter in 
getting things done." The ten chapters are on The Quest for Efficiency, 
City Planning, Streets, Water Supply, Waste Disposal and Sewerage, 
Public Lighting, Police Administration, Fire Prevention and Fire Pro- 
tection, School Administration, and Municipal Finance. A good index 
is added. 

The first and last chapters are the most valuable and original con- 
tributions. The chapter on "The Quest for Efficiency" starts on the 
psychology of municipal failures and improvements. The reader wishes 
that Professor Munro would write more extensively on this theme; there 
is a feeling that he could do it in a penetrating and masterful manner. 
He discusses briefly the need of intelligent citizens; the futility of chan- 



